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Briefing - FGM Mandatory Reporting
 

As you will be aware, the new professional duty to report cases of FGM in girls under the age of 18 to the police commenced on 31 October 2015.
 
A package of support has been made available by the Department of Health which may be of interest, including:
 
        Quick guidance – a 2-page summary of the duty including a process flowchart 
        Poster – a poster for health organisations to display about the duty
        Training slides – a training presentation for organisations to use to help them deliver 10 – 15 minute updates to staff to explain the duty
        Video interviews with Vanessa Lodge, NHS England National FGM Prevention lead
 
An information leaflet for individuals and their families which professionals can use to help when discussing making a report to the police.
 
The website for written materials is: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fgm-mandatory-reporting-in-healthcare 

Please access these links and download the materials. More materials and updates are also in the pipeline.
 
[image: ]Please recirculate this email, these links, and these documents as widely as you can within your organisation and to other professionals.  

Please note that a woman over the age 18 presents that she is at risk of FGM, this needs to be treated as a safeguarding concern.
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What does it mean for me?

Phone the police non-emergency crime

number, 101, if a girl under 18 you treat

) Tells you she has had FGM (female
‘genital mutiation)

b) Has signs which appear to show she
has had FGM.

When?

As soon as possible; normally by
close of the next working day. Longer
timeframes are allowed under exceptional
circumstances-but always discuss with
your local safeguarding lead.

NSPCC

Can someone else do this?
No. This is a personal duty; the
professional who identifies FGM/recsives
the disclosure must report.

Why?
FGM is chid abuse and a crime. Health
professionals have a responsibilty to care
for and protect girls.

What if | don’t do this?

f you do ot comply, your professional
regulator may consider the circumstances
under the existing ‘Fitness to Practise’
proceedings.
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