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Use relational approaches – build trust with families and avoid blame.
Understand lived experience – listen to what matters to children and families.
Access training via Education Welfare or elsewhere to build confidence in supporting attendance.
Schools: Sign up to the Inclusive Attendance Programme via EWOs
Seek advice – call the Attendance Helpline every Friday, 1–2pm (01706 925115). 
Find out who your neighbourhood EWOs are.
Understand the EBNA pathway / Section 19 support
Share consistent messages – reinforce that every day in school matters.
Work together – collaborate across services to remove barriers early.
· Have we explored all in‑school support options with the family? 
· Is there any safeguarding or vulnerability history that requires consideration? 
· Have the child’s views been heard and documented? 
· Have we shared all relevant information with the EHE Team? 
· Are Early Help or SEND partners involved? 

 
      Parents are responsible for providing an efficient, suitable and full‑time education. Though not required to follow the National Curriculum, education must meet a child’s age, ability, aptitude and any SEND needs. Rochdale’s approach emphasises early identification, partnership working and visibility, ensuring safeguarding responsibilities are upheld. When a parent notifies the school of their intention to home educate, the school must inform the Elective Home Education (EHE) Team immediately and share contextual safeguarding information, including attendance patterns, SEND needs, and any Early Help or Social Care involvement. This does not prevent parents from choosing EHE but ensures proportionate assessment. 




The EHE Team reviews information and send out a welcome pack.


       Children educated at home are less visible to universal services. Whilst it can be a positive choice, national increases in EHE have highlighted risks where children do not receive suitable education, and in some cases safeguarding concerns have emerged. Under current law, parents do not need to inform the LA when they home educate and are therefore unknown.  They can also refuse to meet with LA staff and choose communication by writing. Many families EHE following attendance difficulties, anxiety, SEND needs or strained school relationships. Rochdale’s system promotes early identification and multi-agency work.

  The EHE Team reviews information and send out a welcome pack. All new cases are triaged within 10 working days and allocated according to need for a visit.
The triage system balances support and safeguarding arranging visits within 6–8 weeks so that children who are EHE remain visible, safe and supported across the partnership. For families who wish to communicate by writing, letters are sent within three months requesting evidence of learning. These families are still invited to engagement sessions



Elective Home Education (EHE) is when parents choose to educate their child at home rather than at school. EHE is a lawful choice under Section 7 of the Education Act 1996. With rising numbers nationally and locally, Rochdale Council has strengthened oversight to ensure children educated at home receive suitable education and remain visible to safeguarding systems. The Local Authority’s role balances parental rights with duties to safeguard and promote children’s welfare.


School staff can notify the EHE Team via ehe@rochdale.gov.uk or 01706 925 115 when a parent requests deregistration. 
Share safeguarding information through the referral form. Offer a meeting to explore options. Liaise with Early Help or Social Care if needed. 
Be professionally curious, if you come across a child in the course of your duties who does not attend school, ask if they are home educated and share with the EHE team.
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