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A child tragically died after being attacked by a dog in a neighbouring authority.
Learning from a LCSPR highlights the risks posed to children living in or visiting environments where dogs are present. In this case, concerns about dogs on the property created barriers to professionals accessing the child and contributed to significant risk that was not fully understood or managed.
This serious incident highlights the need to carefully consider the risks posed by dogs in any environment where children spend time.
This briefing reinforces the importance of giving appropriate, weight to the presence of dogs when assessing risks for children. Practitioners must consider not only the family home, but all settings where a child spends time. This includes the homes of extended family, friends, childminders and any other adults who care for or supervise the child.  The presence, behaviour and management of dogs within these environments can provide important insight into potential physical risks and may also act as an indicator of the overall quality of care a child is receiving.


Why must dogs be considered in Risk Assessments?
Dogs are a normal part of many households, and most pose no concern.  However, serious incidents involving dogs and children continue to occur every year. Children, particularly those under five, are more vulnerable due to their size, developmental stage and limited ability to recognise or respond to warning signs from animals. Practitioners must therefore consider dogs as part of a holistic assessment. A lack of attention to this area may lead to an incomplete understanding of a child’s safety within their day-to-day environments.
National and local learning shows that dogs have featured in serious safeguarding incidents, with risks increased where environments were not fully assessed or information was not shared.

 




Potential Physical Risks to Children
 
Dogs can present a range of risks that may cause significant harm.  Examples include: 
Bites and attacks
Children can be harmed through unpredictable behaviour, inadequate control by adults or intentional use of a dog to intimidate. Serious injuries can occur even from dogs that are usually perceived as friendly.
Environmental hazards
A poorly supervised dog can knock down small children or cause injuries through rough play. Large, powerful dogs may be especially dangerous if not properly trained or restrained.


                      











	


         Potential Physical Risks to   
         Children…continued

Unsafe handling or supervision
Situations where a child is left alone with a dog, even briefly, increase risk. Children may unintentionally provoke a dog through sudden movements, loud noises or approaching food, toys or resting areas.

Risk factors linked to certain breeds or types
While any dog can pose a risk, some types have stronger physical capabilities and may cause more severe injuries. Risk comes not only from breed but also from temperament, training, history and the behaviour of the adults responsible for the dog.



7 Minute Briefing (7MB)



      Resources
Resources that may be useful:
· Report a dangerous dog: Contact the police on 101 
· Report animal cruelty: Call the 24-hour RSPCA cruelty line: 0300 1234 999.
· The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 (amended in 1997) currently prohibits the ownership of five specific dog "types" regardless of their individual temperament:
· Find your next Neglect Training session on the MSP website by clicking here: Event List
· Access the Greater Manchester Safeguarding Children Procedures Manual for guidance on Dangerous Dogs 
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Dangerous Dogs



                                                
Key Messages…continued
The presence of a dog does not automatically mean a child is unsafe. Practitioners should weigh up:
· The child’s age and vulnerability
· The dog’s size, behaviour and history
· The capacity of adults to supervise and anticipate risk.
· Be professionally curious about environments children regularly visit including rural settings, farms or properties where animals are kept as risks are not limited to the primary family home.
· Make sure that all records fully reflect the child’s circumstances. Concerns and actions taken and all relevant information is shared appropriately.




                     Key Messages
Practitioners should look for: 
· The behaviour, temperament and management of dogs in all settings the child attends.
· How dogs and children interact
· Whether safety measures and supervision are consistent
· Signs of aggression, fear or stress in the dog.
· Always consider dogs in risk assessments for children, including in non-family settings.
· Recognise both physical risks and what the dog’s environment indicates about care.
· Record observations clearly and take action promptly if concerns arise.
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